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" I have yet to record an undoubted error, the most
singular and palpable, I may add the least excusable of
them all, especially since it was committed so late as the
year 1862, when I had outlived half a century. My oSence
indeed was not only inexcusable, but one of incredible

During a tour through the north of England, on
October 7th, at Newcastle, he uttered the terrible
words :
" We know quite well that the people of the Northern
States have not yet drunk of the cup - they are still trying
to hold it far from their lips - which all the rest of the world
see they nevertheless must drink of. We may have our
own opinions about slavery : we may be for or against the
South: but there is no doubt that Jefferson Davis, and
other leaders of the South, have made an army t they are
making, it appears, a navy ; and they have made what is
more than either - they have made a Nation."
Thus Gladstone^ at a moment when he had the
extreme left in his pocket, proceeded to enrage
it. For his speech was an appeal for interven-
tion on behalf of the American counterpart to the
landed gentry. He always asserted that this
speech was meant to be a friendly act to America,
an attempt to stop a bloody and useless quarrel.
And for this point of view a good deal may be
said. Nearly everyone agreed with Gladstone
that the South must win, though they did not
quite realise to what extent their own behaviour
might be responsible for such a result; or as
Henry Adams wrote : " No one knew as well as
* Palpable and gross ware favourite ** strongSJ words with
Mr* Gladstone, e.g. " His error was palpable and even gross **
(on Lord Derby's failure to form a Ministry in 1855).